disappointment (Kozeba) shall come forth out of Jacob.’” R. Aqiba: 
When he saw Bar Kozeba, he said, “This is the King Messiah.” Said to 
him R. Yohanan ben Toreta, “Aqiba! Grass will grow on your cheeks, 
and the Messiah will not vet have come!” Said R. Yohanan, “Upon 
orders [‘voice’] of Caesar Hadrian in Betar they killed 80,000 
myriads.” Said R. Yohanan, “There were 80,000 pairs of trumpeters 
that surrounded Betar. Each one was in charge of a number of troops. 
Ben Kozebah was there, and he had 200.000 troops who, [as a sign of 
loyalty, had cut off their little finger. “Sages sent word to him, ‘How 
long are you going to turn Israel into a maimed people?’ “He said to 
them, ‘How otherwise is it possible to test them?’ “They replied to 
him, “Whoever cannot uproot a cedar of Lebanon while riding on his 
horse will not be registered in your army.’ “So there were 200,000 who 
qualified in one way, and another 200,000 who qualified in another 
way.” 


VII:2: It has been taught: R. Yosé says, “Betar lasted for fifty- two 
years after the destruction of the Temple. And why was it destroyed? 
Because they lit candles after the destruction of the Temple. “And why 
did they light candles? Because the councillors of Jerusalem were in 
session in the middle of the city.” Now when they would see someone 
going up to Jerusalem, they would say to him, “Now we have heard 
about you that you want to be appointed magistrate and councillor.” 
He would say to them, “That is not in my mind at all.” “Now we have 
heard about you that you want to sell your estate.” He would say to 
them, “That is not in my mind at all.” His fellow would then say to 
him.” Then write down what you want to do, and I shall sign the 
document.” He would write, and the fellow would sign. They would 
then send the (forged) deed of sale to the [man’s steward, and say to 
him, “If Mr. So-and-so should come to take over his estate. do not let 
him do so, because it was fold to us.” [So they stole peoples’ estates. ] 
When he heard this from them, he would say.” Would that the leg of 
that man [me] be broken, but he [I] will not go to Jerusalem!” 


VII:3: There were two brothers in Kefar Haroba. The Romans at 
tacked [the village] and killed the people. They said, “To end the 
matter, let us bring a crown for their heads.” They said, “Let us try one 
more time.” They went forth [to attack the Romans again]. An old man 
met them and said to them, “May your Creator be your help!” [One of 
the brothers] said to him, “May he not help nor support us: ‘Has thou 
not rejected us, O God! [Thou dost not go forth, O God, with our 
armies]’” (Ps. 60:10). 


